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What is the difference 
between?

•Accommodation
•Adaptation

•Modification
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Accommodation:
(diploma bound students)

• To make suitable
• To do a favor or service for, to 

adjust
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Accommodation:
(diploma bound students)

• To supply with, to allow for
• To adjust
• To compromise
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Modification:
(Non  diploma bound students)

• To change in form or character
• To make less strong or severe
• To qualify or limit the meaning of
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Adaptation:
(non diploma bound and diploma bound students)

• A process you take to 
accommodate/modify a content 
performance standard.

• Something that undergoes a change to 
fit a new or special use or situation.

• A responsive alteration.
• A behavioral change of sorts.
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Adaptation-continued

• When you make an accommodation/modification sometimes 
you will be adapting material.

• Adapting may meet standards (diploma bound) or may not 
meet standards (non diploma bound).

Accommodation
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Modification
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Identify Student 
Characteristics and Needs:
Step 1

STRENGTH:
• What can the student already do?
• What are the student’s learning 

strengths?
• What are the learning patterns? How 

can these be maximized?
• Check IEP, ask parent for input
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Step 2      Identify student         
characteristics and needs:

CHALLENGES:
• What does the student have difficulty 

doing?
• What does the student dislike?
• What are the student’s learning 

challenges?
• What factors most interfere with student 

learning? How can these be minimized?
• Check IEP, ask parent for input
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Ways to Adapt 
Instructional Material

Step 3

1. Simplify required student responses
2. Shorten assignments and tasks
3. Try bigger or closer materials
4. Put prompts on the material
5. Add color to focus student attention
6. Use pictures and graphics
7. Mask part of the work
8. Use the same material for a different 

purpose
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Simplifying Student Responses:
Examples

• Change four choices into two
• Change fill-in to true/false
• Change multiple choice to true/false
• Simplify matching
• Substitute pictures for words
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Shortening the Task

• Do the first five examples
• Do only one type of problem
• Do three, then choose one of the 

next three to do at a time
• Select key words adapted with 

simple terminology
• Do only items related to IEP goals
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Trying Bigger or Close 
Material

• Enlarged materials 
can be easier to 
read and less 
intimidating to 
students

• Near-point work is 
easier for many 
students than far 
point work

Big
Close
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Putting Prompts on Materials

• Simple prompts on 
materials can help 
students succeed

• Example: star at 
the staring point

• Example: arrow to 
indicate direction

• Example: green 
mark to keep going

• Bullets
• Stars
• Arrows
• Green 

highlights
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Adding Color
• Use key words, 

directions, 
potential trouble 
spots

• Use to indicate 
which part of an 
assignment a 
student should do

• Hint: avoid adding 
too much color
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Using Pictures and Graphics

• Graphic organizers 
can help students 
organize and 
remember what 
they have learnedExplorers

Space

LandSea

Traits Risks
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Masking Part of the Work

• Purpose: to help 
focus student 
attention

• Example: work 
window

• Example: folding
• Example: cutting

Work Window
The boys were 
gone.

Folding or Cutting
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Using the Same Materials 
with a Different Goal

• Think about the 
student need and 
classroom 
instruction

• Identify how to 
use the material to 
meet need and 
accomplish task

• Adapt material as 
needed

Examples
• Circle 

letters/numbers 
instead of reading/ 
computing

• Perform a simpler 
math operation

• Use materials for 
practice only

• Your examples?
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Summary

• Accommodating, modifying, adapting 
is different for each student and for 
their special needs.

• Practice makes better… really!
• Be creative
• Learn from other teacher’s examples
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